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f;I "'*°At..i
HENAULT. 

.J Is a..o c.. 

P.E'A~LctlA~, l?Ae~I-==. f1oRR.OCK> So.,,.,"e.f 
b. . . 

C..o H E"N, Je.ss i e 

PEARLM~tf,Cc.....\ Ken"leih (.M,O~ =- BRANCH> A!)"'es Emma.. 
b, l8 Au9. 11108-fhoo\\lyn, tJ.'(. b. 2.4 Nb"• lq 22.- L.o~o."'> w.Vd1 

PE'ARl-M AN, 'Ph'• I ip \:>'"o.n c:- h ~ Aflt:P ER,e R, J e.hn .'.f.e.;v. 
b, llJ Feb, \q '11 -1-lun+,·..,~;ton, W.Vo... 

Pe"AR'-MAN Nc<\.nG.1.f Sue= E'l>Ml!.T~H, Joserh 
b.17 Apr. 1'1~'8 -J-lunt'i",.,~Toh,\J.Va. 
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.Origin Russia .Surname Baker .Forename Morris 

·························································································································· .Address 28 Gower Street, Leeds .Date Sep 1903.J C Ref 09/10/03 p 24. 
11181 I II Ill II lala t t Ill II II lttll lllllttlll II I llftll Ill 11111 I I ltl ltt ti 1111 I II I I Ill 11111 II I ti 1111111111 I II II II llllltllllllll t 
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.Origin Russia .Surname Baker .Forename Solomon Mayer 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t I I I I I I I It It I I I I I I I I t t I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t I I I I I I I I I I I I I It t I I I I I I I It t I I I I •It I •I I I I I I I I I • 

.Address 76 6allo~gate, Glasgow .Date Apr 1904.J C Ref 06/05/04 p 27 • .......................................................................................................................... 
·························································································································· .Origin Russia .Surname Baker .Forename David Solomon .......................................................................................................................... 
• Address 41 Greenville Terrace, South Circular Road, Dublin .Date Feb 1905.J C Ref 10/03/05 p 34. 

·························································································································· 
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.Origin Russia .Surname Pearlman .Forename Joseph 

·························································································································· .Address 136 Nathaniel Buildings, Spitalfields .Date Dec 1902.J C Ref 04/01/03 p 24 • .......................................................................................................................... 
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Pelt Leti:eJL nJr.om Wi.l.U..am F. SheJrma.n 
Le.g-Ula:tlve., JucU.cl.al & F-Uc.al. BJr.a.nc.h 
Clv.ll M.c.hlvu V-lv-U-lon, National. M.c.hlvu 
Ge.ne!ta.l S eJtv-lc.u Ac:lmi.YliA ;tJw;tlo n 
Wa-6hlng.ton, 0. C. 20408 
July 10, 1973 

The. New YoJr.k. .&h-lp a.JVvival. Jr.e.g-l6.te!L6 6oJr. 1890 aJr.e. aM.a.nge.d by .the. 6ilrA.t 
lett.eJL 06 .the. .&hlp.& name. and .theJte.u.ndeJt c.hJr.onolog-lc.a.lly. The. 60.Uowlng 
£1...6.t on VU.6W whlc.h a.JVvive.d July 2 06 .that ye.aJr. aJr.e. a-6 6oil.ow.&: 

Name. o 6 . VU.6 el. 

Bonanza. 
BUJtg emei.6.teJL P e.teJL6 e.n 
Ba.nu 
Coil.a 
F Jr.ed &U..ling.& 
Geo • S. T aJr.be.U 
G. B ~ Lo c.k.haJt.t 
Hahne.cs 
I.6 abet AlbeJtto 
I c.aJl.U6 
Jamu WaM.e.n 
M. A. NutteJt 
Mwr.ci.a.n o 
Olive 
SaJc.a.:to g a 
YJr.ek.a. 

· · P oJt:t o 6 · Cle.dlt.anc.e. 

Rio de. J. 
Hambwr.g 
G-lbaJr.a 
BaJr.ac.oa. 
UveJtpool 
W-lnd6oJr. 
Mac.ow 
F Jr.edfllilc.k..to n 
BaJr.ac.oa. 
Sa.n;ta Fee. 
Shul.e.e. 
S.t. John 
C-le.n6 ue.g o.6 
Shul.e.e. 
Ha.va.na. 
Shul.e.e. 
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HUSBAND 
,, 

ken ... e+t.. {K1'va) PEARLMAN. c,.,"', 
Hl 8u3· lqog - B~oQls.1~ ... k..:.._., r ... 11-+.. t..l.cw Y,..,~ l Born Place . 

Chr. Place 
r .J J • 

Marr. 23 Julj l9YS Place R..,...,,..,kl..,,.. w.·~-··.r. .... _1-.. tJ.,,.,., Y,.-lc. 
I . .J J' . 

Died Place -
Bur. Place 
HUSBAND'S 

PEARLMAN1 T~e C~crme'"lj HENAlJLT_, Ike:) -IUSBAND'S kRELLENSTEIN 9 Ida.. FATHER MOTHER 
HUSBAND'S 
OTHER WIVES 

WIFE RRANCl-L Acnes E t'n rin l"l 

~Q~. l 9 i.2 
_, ,_ .... .,, ....... I ,..,.,., .... r,. w_...._+ \A "'" ~ VI j 1'.L. Born 22 Place 

oJ . .J 
, 

.J 

Chr. Place 

Died Place 

Bur. Place 
WIFE'S RRANci-L \A/'1 I I ~ n ........ Nn rvt.ln,..,.rl (Seh.1nv-J WIFE'S 

·Cl:lRISil~N, Icy: Maud FATHER MOTHER , 
WIFE'S 
OTHER 
HUSBANDS 
SEX CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN ~~ ~ ~~~M~R~AGE I WHEN DIED 

DAY MONTH YEAR 
M List Ench Child (Whether Living or Dead) In Order of Birth STATE OR F SURNAME (CAPITALIZED) GIVEN NAMES DAY MONTH YEAR TOWN COUNTY COUNTRY TO WHOM 

1 I 
M PE AR l IV\ AN .. Ph '1 l ~I:') R \'9ll ~r-~ l J.f Feb 1qy1 1-f1Jt"\+~ notDn rnhel I VJ. Va. ----------

2 - I _, I --------
F PE AR LMAN .. Na -nc.v Sue 17 A"''" 1q14cg I-Ju nf, na+on rri be IJ w. Va. 

3 ..J I J I ----------
4 I ----------
5 I ----------
6 I ----------
7 I ----------
8 ._ _________ I 

9 I ----------
10 

---------- I 

11 I ,_ 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION OTHER MARRIAGES 

Wite (d.be)-1e) .f1..1rn'1s~eJ JCl.+O.., 



+ 
I 

- ;, 

i S' tJ ?' -

ltto1 -

( I 

(" 1 Yl·Jf · 

Yri' / 

I ? .2 fo - /;he-.. l PY1 , fl f j..J.-, 2. 7 
I 9 2.. 7 - Jn 'VI' /... .. 11.~ )? ~ ~.......... I t, 

I 9 2.'lr -

I q 27 - Meo.~ t.. }tr1j ~.2..C.,, 

I a 1-7 - II Cfv'- ~ 

~ 5, ~ I 13 (,,,, - n.J J~ L "' l ~ 

6 

(~n,.._~ 

:-94. ~ ?~-~1·'
,J4 ?~<~V'
~ P-'~- -:P~.4-.,. 

~ /, D 
I...£~ b ... ,,_. 

$.~ ~ 

1, 

'• 31o37 

'I 1Cf'4 7 

'I 2'fs1 ' 

I' 'fl5i'1 





re.. 

\ 

G-t:>IJ;e 1-/EtJA-vcr/;> PERRL..t11AN ,,,,.ho m1ut"rr·><1./ 

M" .... "te. ~l·f) r !:. 
~1.ds2s-1100 

Mt. J uAeA--
(:-12) ~ 2.1·IO{o0 

. r#. He-hr""' 
(i.1~)353-~100 

M+. le~ 0 h ll Yl 

l..12-) VA /- O"l-00 

Jilt. c6..lr me.\ 
(uz.) 3/,'-·S'l 00 

LAVA~ LEVINE 



5ec. 2 

81.:.c..k .z. I 

'="r~r 
J..t!.f-

"Block '6 lo 
?.oA4 3 
Gr · ve. t, 

"Block I~ 

Sec. B La-/ IS" 

-

J(l.<4> ... kn. / ,_, rte ; vi 

(~ihe.J ]>,....,,,{ I<,. ... )/.._.., .S: C.,'"'1 ~ - f"""'r lh<!.•neY·, .. .J r e_c..,..j 

( ~'D"ft,er) 

.ze{)t:A.. ~ s..f-he...- kv- e.. IYi.sf-e..~ n 

(+,,.,-ti e,-r) A b. \/"" k Lt:- v t 
f ;the.~ 'R,.c.~e-I s"~r 1 v-o 

/lkt'vc., LE"V'{ 

( 1,.:;t he ") 

(,...~-:;,u) 

'Ra.c ~q_ J SHAPIRO 

. (f. . .t(..e.,.J Jash.Jt> Si.l .. 1p1Ro 

(Mp"!M~l 

Mf.Le.\,oM" (?"-' "r.,.~ 
Q.,ec..,.s, N. Y. ---

~;,l" Ce..,.-J;.7 
&ve.~~ "> N ,'{. 



fif~ 

?~-1 lr~~) 

--- - - - ~ 
J' 

- - - - ..+ 

:n. - -

lj 

I 

- - - - 1'903~ .s5'f l 13 __ _ 

_it{_ l>_lo "' i) 3 l. J~ . 
_ __13 o_"i/ _ ~ _2 I 72' ---

.3 I 

-l~ot> ~05.g E" 3 

l'f Olo lo 7'1 ~ -~.'t{-. .~--

__ l 'fol --~5'iY __ 3_ 7 ___ _ 

- J_~7_ 205_:1._ 

__ l'll 0 IQ7~ _ 3 
~- -- - -

_ _1~tD2. 5~Y5 ~· 
lq_o I 10 i.f.:5 I 7~ 

~-- --



QJ 
0 
c 
r 

"' ~ 
::u 
0 

NAM E_ ---- ------- ---

--------F 
- ---- LOT ___________ _ 

LAND 0 ---- ---- -- --- --- SECTION _______ _ 

GRAVE ____ - ---ROW __________ _ BLOCK ____ . ____ _ 



A LARGE SELECTION OF FAMILY PLOTS AVAILABLE 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR PERPETUAL CARE ENDOWMENTS CAN BE MADE 

Prices for Plots and Perpetual ~re furnished up:>n request at office 

Mount Lebanon Cemetery 

7800 MYRTLE AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, N.Y. 11227 

AREA CODE: 212 

VAndyke 1-0200 
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Private Cemetery Plots of 2, 4, 6, 8, 12, 16 or more graves may be purchased at reasonable 
terms direct from the Cemetery. 
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A Thoughtful Service 
HAVE you ever given a thought to what 

would become of your mausoleum, 
your plot and the graves therein after you 
have passed away? 

Consider the advisability of making 
provision for the perpetual upkeep of 
your plot and graves while you can and 
while you are alive. Are you ~epending 
on somebody else who may, in time neg· 
lect to take care and provide therefor? 

You can assure the perpetual upkeep 
and care of yollt' mausoleum, plot and 
graves therein as well as the planting 
of Bowers, cutting grass, cleaning and 
resetting monuments, and in general, 
keeping your mausoleum, your plot 
and the graves in good condition and 
appearance. 

The Cedar Grove Cemetery Associa
tion has a perpetual care trust fund where
by plot owners, by the payment of a nom
inal sum, can be assured that their plots, 
and the graves therein, will never be ne
glected. The principal is invested in se
curities as prescribed by statute of the 
State of New York, and the income there
from provides for the perpetual upkeep 
of the plot and graves of those who con-: 
tribute thereto. 

• • f Perpetua,/ Care 
AN INQUIRY by letter, postal card 

or telephone to the Cedar Grove 
Cemetery Office will bring you all infor
mation regarding the. perpetual trust fund 
which will guarantee the perpetual up
keep of your mausoleum, plot or graves 
therein. 

PERPETUAL CARE ENDOWMENT 
Single graves $ 350.00 
Double graves 700.00 

LAWN PLAN ••• NO MOUNDS 

Plots of 80 square feet 600.00 
Plots of 160 square feet 1000.00 
Plots to 320 square feet 2000.00 

Larger plots in proportion 

For Mausoleums, $3,500 and up, 
according to size 

The above charges include care of the 
plot, graves, enclosures and monuments, 
therein. Seasonal flowers on graves will 
be an additional charge. 

Any fuf'ther information will glatlly b• 
sent upon request. 

Cedar Grove Cemetery Association 
MOUNT HEBRON CEMETERY 
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~.eueral ~.eruire.a 1'.bmiuhrtratiott 
National .Arr~turs & irrnrbs f;erui!r 

~a•lfmgintt 25, ;!El. <lt. 

April 25, 1950 

r Miss Agnes V. Henault 
General Post Office Box 199 
33rd Str eet and 8th Avenue 
~!ew York 1, New York 

L _J 

• 
This form, in reply to your inquiry of April 20, 1950 con

cernine the arrival in the United States of J oseph J . Hahnholz 
is being sent instead o.f a l etter to expec1.ite 

r eply and save manpoY1er. The paragraphs or portions t her eof t hat per
tain to your inquiry have been checked or underscored. 

[!)There are in the National Archives passene~r lists f or vessels 
arrivine at the ports of Hew York and BaltiJrlore from 1820 t hrour,h 11119, 
New Orleans from 1820 throueh 1897, :3oston from 1883 throu[ih 1899, and 
Philadelphia from 1820 through 1899 . These ·li sts are not indexed and 
are so voluminous that we cannot, with the small staff available for 
such work, make a satisfactory search ~or an individual na.r.ie unless 
certain identifying information is furnished. This information sho'!ld 
include the name of the passenger at time of arrival, the na:r.le of the 
port of entry, a~d the name of the vessel and approxini..ate date~
rival or the name of the port of embarkation and the exac~ date of ar
riva ., 

!XJ Upon receipt of this information vre shall be pleased to make a 
search of the records. If you cannot supply thi s information, the 
passeneer lists will be made available in the National .'..rchives for 
examination by you or someone representing you. If you wish to make 
such use of them, please advise this offi ce as far in advance as 
possible in order that the lists that need to be r epaired can be made 
ready for use. 

0 Enclosed are names o.f private searchers who wi ll search passenger 
lists for a fee. If you wish to eneage the services of a searcher whose 
name is eiven, you should correspond with him (or her) directly since 
the Hational Archives cannot make t.he arranr,ements or be responsible 
for the search. 

00 A publication entitled Mortol}__,'hllC!,n Directory of. E~~<2.P~_an Passen
~Steamship Arr~yals lists by year and thereunder by name of steam
ship company the vessels arriving at New York for the years 1890 to 
1930, and at the ports of Baltimore, Boston, and Philadelphia from 1904 
to 1926. This publication which can be found in most laree libraries 
should be of assistance in identifying vessels whose passenr,er lists 



2. 

(if extant) for certain arrivals rnay be of assistance in your search. 

C!l The Immigration and !Jaturalization Service, Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. c., has advised that information on arrivals at New 
York subsequent to June 15, 1897 may be obtained from that aeency. You 
may wish, therefore, to conunun:i.cate with that office, 

0 In the National Archives :ire schedules of the Federal population 
censuses taken every ten years from 1790 throueh 1870. For the 
censuses taken ~rom 1790 through 1840 the schedules for some areas and 
dates are missing. vVhen available, they include by name only heads of 
families with no indication of places of birth; other members of house
holds are grouped numerically according to age and sex. For the 
censuses taken from 1850 through 1870 the schedules list each member of 
a family b~nam~and record State, Territory, or countl"'J of birth. In 
order to make a satisfactory search of the schedules for any-censu-s
year the following information is needed: year census was taken; full 
name of person inquired about; his exact place of residence, including 
street and number if in a city, at that time. Unless requested infor
mation is readily available and needed to protect so~e l egal right, the 
National .Archives cannot undertake to search census schedules. They 
will be made available, however, in the National Archives Building for 
examination by you or someone representing you or upon request we will 
send you a list of persons willine to search census schedules in your 
behalf for a fee. 

c=J Requests for information from census schedules for 1880 and later 
should he addresned to the Bureau of the Census, Department of 
Comnerce, Washington 25, D. C. It· is suggested, ther efore, that you 
cornrnmicate with that Bureau, supplying it with the nar.i.e of the person 
for whom you viish search made and identifying his residence in the 
appropriate census year by State, county, and tovmship, and if in a 
city, by street and number. ' 

NA Form 98 ll- 50 J 

Very truly yours, 

Marcus W .- Price 
Chief .Archivist 
General Records Branch 

By~ ~.~ritrtf--
Ly~ <J.-ifolverstott 
Chief, Treasury Section -
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PM Le.tte.Jt ~ WUtlam F.. ShWiWl 
Le.g.i.6lat1..ve., JCJ.dleial 8 F /,.&cal. &\4llCh 
Cl.,vU M.cklve..& 'O.lvl..l.JJ.Dit, 1'a.tloMl. ~vu 
GtKeA.al S~v.lcu AdmltiU.tJtat.ion 
Wa4hlng.ton, O. C. 20408 
Juh,j 10 I 1913 

The. W&J Yolr.k 4fUp rutJtlva.r. ~eg.i.6.tell.6 ~01r. 7 gqo Me altlu'U1!JP.d b11 & /rl.Jr.l,t:. 
1-a:te.Jt o' :the. .shi~ nrone tl1ld t:htJte.undtJt cl:Jto~w.t.ogi.call.y. Tht. &ollc~"9 
JM.t o 6 vu6e..l:\ wlvl.c.Jl cut.Jr.J.vcd JuJJ.J 'l. o 6 .t.fra.t ~te.aJL o.Jt.f. d-6 60!..IDJ.>/.: 

Name. 0¢ Ve..s~e,~ 

Bonanza. 
O{tl!-0 Cf'!'! cw .tC!' P c.t..'2.lU. l'..Y<. 
8a.ntA 
Cc.<1.tt 
F1ted &tWJta•' 
nee. s . r aJt.beil 
G. B. LodU1a.ILt 
Hoblfcl> 
!.6a.Gtf. ~lbe:1.fl) 
1 CallU.6 
J ttrn (!....\ ! :.I t?/()l ('Jt 

M, A. IJ,1~.tetl 
1.~vi cA. tU'ID 
O.Uvr. 
SaJVito <J tt 
Y1t.eka 

Poli.I. o l_ CJ ..ei.vumce. . ~ . 
ru.o de J. 
f' ({ ~ ·b(L 't<J 
C..i.baJi.a. 
Ba.1utc.oa 
U•1t1tpool 
ll1-ltu.l6 O!t. 
Yn.c.ow 
'F";.WM1.~n 
,, 1Jutc.or. 
r r:.;tJ.Jt r e.e. 
<: h_· .ti £<?. 
~t. John 
(' .<. tt. 'l fi l.&.C'.g (),6 
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Rough Draft 
October 8, 1985 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CARL K. PEARLMAN, M. D. 

Carl Pearlman, my friend and one of the honorees this evening, 
received his early education in Brooklyn, New York, where he was born. 

While working his way through college, he was in charge of the 
swimming program at various boys' and adult camps--giving life saving tests 
for the American Red Cross. 

Carl graduated from Dalhousie University Medical School in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, receiving the Doctor Hattie Prize for the highest standing in 
medicine at the end of the senior year. During World War II he served as a 
major in the medical corp. For him, one good thing to come out of those 
tragic years was being stationed for a time in Huntington, West Virginia; for 
it was there that he met his wife, Agnes Branch. They were married in 1945, 
and their mutual interest in humanitarian causes has never waned. 

They now have a daughter, Nancy, and a son, Phil, and three young 
grandchildren. 

Following completion of his specialty training at the Huntington 
Veterans Administration Hospital and also at the Medical College of Georgia, 
Carl and Agnes settled with their two children in Santa Ana on June 1, 1948, 
and are still living there although most of the walnut and orange groves are 
long since gone. 

(:' 

Carl was soon involved in the first of a long series of leadership 
roles in both medical and civic organizations--motivated as he has always been 
by concerns for quality care of patients, the betterment of human relations, 
and the preservation of a livable environment. 

Because the Young Men's Christian Association had opened its doors to 
him in his early years, he devoted much time to their activities and accepted 
the vice presidency of the YMCA in Santa Ana. In an effort to aid the plight 
of world Jewry in the post-war years, he became the first Chairman in Orange 
County of the Bonds for Israel and has served as Chairman for the United 
Jewish Welfare Fund. His efforts on behalf of the elderly have found 
expression in his practice and in serving with the Jewish Family Service and 
the Orange County Council on Aging.o He is currently a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Anti-Defamation League and of the National Conference of 
Christian and Jews' chapter honoring him tonight. 

Knowing that body and spirit are served through music and the arts, 
Carl and Agnes have both given freely of their time to enhance the cultural 
life of the community. Carl is proud of the fact that the Orange County 
Philharmonic Society had its inception in their home some thirty-one years 
ago. Most recently, he was founding Chairman of the Judaica Council of the 
Bowers Museum. 

His dedication to young people is revealed through his support of 
the Idyllwild School of Music and the Arts by having been a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Idyllwild Arts Foundation since it was formed. Some 
years ago he was President of the Pop Warner Football League and active in the 
Boy Scouts of America. 



A concern for present and future generations has caused him to 
promote the efforts of the Ecology Center of Southern California and 
Educational Communications, particularly their ECONEWS television series and 
ENVIRONMENTAL DIRECTIONS radio show, in which his daughter Nancy has taken 
such an active role. 

One would need more time than we have tonight to detail the many 
other community and professional associations to which the name of Carl 
Pearlman belongs, but a few of his professional qualifications and 
contributions are worthy of mention: He is a Board Certified Urologist, a 
Fellow of the American College of Surgeons and the International College of 
Surgeons, and past President of the Orange County Surgical Society and the 
Orange County Urologic Society. He has over 100 contributions to the medical 
literature. 

Indeed, many of Carl's activities have emanated directly from his 
life as a physician--a physician who, caring first and foremost for his 
patients, still found time to become Chief of Staff of the Orange County 
Hospital as well as Chairman of the Department of Surgery; a physician who 
also served as Chief of Staff at the Santa Ana Community Hospital (when 
Western Medical Center was known by that name). For many years he was 
Professor of Urology at the College of Medical Evangelists, now known as Loma 
Linda University but resigned there when the California College of Medicine 
became the University of California/Irvine Medical School, to become Clinical 
Professor of Urology at that institution. He was recognized by the Orange 
County Medical Association last year by being named Physician of the Year. 

Carl Pearlman is, of course, honored tonight for his many public 
contributions and volunteer services to the community; however, we honor him 
as a humanitarian tonight as much for the many unheralded deeds that have 
enriched the lives of those his life has touched--the student who could not 
have completed his or her education without the scholarship provided; the 
immigrant who could not have come into the country without the sponsorship 
needed; the patient who probably would not have survived without that extra 
measure of care to which Carl's patients attest; numerous organizations not 
mentioned tonight that have depended on his personal help and financial 
donations. 

In Carl Pearlman, we truly have a humanitarian. 

[Presentation] 
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Jewish Records Indexing - Poland 

Run on Monday 13 July 1998 at 13:01 :52 

Searching for Surname PERELMAN 
(D-M code 798660) 

Database BIALBIRT (Bialystok Births) 
Gubernia : Grodno I Province : Bialystok 

Surna me Givenname 
PERELMAN Sora 
PERELMAN Orel 
PERELMAN Szmul 
PERELMAN Lejb 
PERELMAN Mende l 
PERELMAN Gnesze 

Database BIALDEAT (Bialystok Deaths) 
Gubernia : Grodno I Province : Bialystok 

Fathersurn 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Symchel 

Year Type Akt 
1864 D M71 

Database BIALSHPA (Bialystok Births 1880) 
Gubernia : Grodno I Province : Bialystok 

Akt Fathername 

Year 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1 863 
1 863 

Type Akt 
B F33 
B MlOO 
B MllO 
B Ml16 
B Ml04 
B F62 

Sex Age 
30 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Abram Kcko 136M Chaim-Meer Jose l ewicz 

Database BIALVOTE (Bialystok 1912 Voter List) 
Gubernia : Grodno I Province : Bialystok 

Father 
Boru ch 
Jedit ie 
Lejb 
Icko 
Boru ch 
Lejb 

Father 
Srol 

Hersz 

Surname Givenname Year Type Ref Fathe 

PERELMAN I tsko 1912 v BIAa3853 .l\bram 
PERELMAN Me ndel 1912 v BIAa3854 Leib 
PERELMAN Mordkhel 1912 v BIAa3855 Yanke 
PERELMAN Simkha Mendel 1912 v BIAa3856 Leib 
PERELMAN Ziskind 1912 v BIAa3852 Yanke 

7/ 13/98 11 :08 AM 
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Database BIELAWY (Bielawy) 
Gubernia: Warszawa I Province: Lodz 

Surname Givenname Year Type Akt Father 
SIERADZKI Lemel 1891 M 2 Ick 
AMSZCZONOWSKI Zysa 1891 M 2 Moszk 

Database CHORZELE (Chorzele 1864-1897) 
Gubernia: Plock I Province: Warszawa 

Surname 
PJERJEL'MAN 

Givenname 
Rivka 

Database CIECHANW (Ciechanow) 
Gubernia: Plock I Province: Warszawa 

Surname 
PERLMAN 
MYZIOR 

Givenname 
Ester 
Salomon 

Database JOZEFWIS (Jozefow nad Wisla) 
Gubernia: Lublin I Province: Lublin 

Year Type Akt Father 
1844 M 38 Szmuel 
1844 M 38 Mordka 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
KORLINER 
PERLMAN 

Givenname 
Chena Dwojra 
Berek Szmul 
Dwojra 

Year Type Akt 

Laja 
Baj la 
Chemia 
Laja 
Laja 
Moszek Lejzor 
Gitla 
Moszek 
Szyfra 
Arya Jankiel 
Estera Ryf ka 
Margules 

1849 B 38 
1852 B 1 
1852 D 48 
1855 D 68 
1858 B 45 
1859 B 60 
1861 B 10 
1861 B 37 
1835 B 9 
1837 B 39 
1840 D 23 
1841 B 10 
1845 M 11 
1845 M 11 
1865 B 42 

Database KODENMAR (Koden Marriages) 
Gubernia: Siedlce I Province: Lublin 

Fathersurn Mother 
Litsha? 
Ruchla 

Ye 
18 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Married 
1871 Koden, Lublin, Rus/Pol 

Givenname 
Hersh 

Database KODEN BD (Koden Births+Deaths) 
Gubernia: Siedlce I Province: Lublin 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Hersh 

Birth 

Database KOZIENIC (Kozienice) 
Gubernia: Radom I Province: Kielce 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Hana 

Year Type AktFathername 
1829 B 85 Leyzer 

Death 

7/13/98 11:08 AM 
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Database KRAKOWOl (Krakow) 
Gubernia: Galicia I Province: Krakow 

Surname Givenname 
PERELMANN Sara Freida 
PERLMANN Chaim Naftali 
PERELMANN Mozisch 
LEMLER Beer 
PROBSTEIN Aron 
PERELMANN Monisch 
HOLLA Feig la 

Database KRAKOW02 (Krakow) 
Gubernia: Galicia I Province: Krakow 

Surname 
PERELMAN / PIENZOWA 
BADER 
PERELMAN 
KORNGOLD 
PERELMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMANN 

Givenname 
Munes? 
Enz el 
Szeindla 
Efraoim Izaak 
Abraham Jako'b 
Mojz*esz Dawid 
Keila 
Marya Lea 

Database KRASNYST (Krasnystaw) 
Gubernia: Lublin I Province: Lublin 

Year 
1831 
1831 
1845 
1845 
1886 
1886 
1888 
1886 

Year Type Akt Banns act Ba 
1879 B 454 
1882 D 174 
1830 M 46 45 
1830 M 11 37 
1830 M 55 47 
1831 M 7 1830 48 
1831 M 7 1830 48 

Type Akt Parents 
M 20-Janl 
M 20-Janl 
M 6 
M 6 
B 15 
B 178 
B 363 
D 219 

Surname 
BRAJLMAN 

Givenname 
Sura 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
Lejba 

Mothername 
Malka 1858 B 9 

Database LOMZABIR (Lomza Russian Period Births) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Jankiel 
Chai a 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1886 B 368 Szmul Chackiel Aronowi 
1886 B 369 Szmul Chackiel Aronowi 

Database LOMZAMAR (Lomza Russian Period Marriages) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
GRABSZTEJA 

Givenname 
Szmul Chackiel 
Ryf ka 

Database LOMZAPBI (Lomza Polish Period Births) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERYLMAN 

Database LOMZAPDE 
Gubernia: Lomza I 

Givenname 
Izrael Dawid 

(Lomza Polish Period 
Province: Bialystok 

Deaths) 

Year Type Akt Town 
1885 M 14 Szawkiany 
1885 M 14 Szawkiany 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1864 B 70 Herszk Izraelowicz 

Surname Givenname Year Type Akt Father Town 
PERELMAN Josk 1848 D 36 August ow 
PERELMAN Szrnul 1860 D 20 Mortek Wizna 
PERLMAN Daw id 1866 D 204 

7 /13/98 11 :08 AM 
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Database LOMZBEXT (Lomza Births) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Rochla Leja 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1888 B 115 Chackiel 

Database LOMZDEXT (Lomza Deaths) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Paja 

Database LOSIBIRT (Losice Births) 
Gubernia: Siedlce I Province: Warszawa 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1888 D 118 Chackiel 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Szyna 

Year Akt Town 
1837 44 Pietrasi 

Father 
Uszer 

Database NASIELSK (Nasielsk 1875-1897) 
Gubernia: Plock I Province: Warszawa 

Surname 
PJERJEL'MAN 
ROJTKOP 

Givenname 
Froim Majjer 
Gjena 

Database NOWEMIAS (Nowe Miasto) 
Gubernia: Warszawa I Province: Warszawa 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Sura 

Database OPATOWKM (Opatow Deaths} 
Gubernia: Kielce I Province: Kielce 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Database OZAROWDW 

Givenname 
Lejbus 

(Ozarow) 
Gubernia: Kielce I Province: Kielce 

Surname Givenname Year 
PERELMAN Szmul Moszek 1860 
PERELMAN Sender 1864 
PERELMAN Gerszon 1866 
PERELMAN Beniamin 1858 
PECHMAN Tauba Laja 1858 
PERLMAN Hinda 1859 
FRECHTMAN Joel 1859 
PERELMAN Hana 1861 
GRUNLHER Samson 1861 

Database OZAROWKM (Ozarow Births) 
Gubernia: Kielce I Province: Kielce 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Szmul 

Year Type Akt 
1896 M 23 
1896 M 23 

Year Type Akt Father 
1871 D 4 

Year Type Akt Town 
1879 D 74 Opatow 

Type Akt Fathername Mothername 
B 6 Beniamin Tauba 
B 36 
B 15 
M 19 
M 19 
M 16 
M 16 
M 13 
M 13 

Year Type Akt 
1869 B 70 

F 
20 

7/13/98 11:08 AM 
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Database OZAROWVD (Ozarow) 
· Gubernia: Kielce I Province: Kielce 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Moszek 
Baj la 
Serka 
Baj la 

Database PIOTRKOW (Piotrkow Trybunalski) 
Gubernia: Piotrkow I Province: Lodz 

Surname 
PERLMAN 

Givenname 
Laja 

Database PRZEDBKM (Przedborz) 
Gubernia: Kielce I Province: Kielce 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Chana 
Chaja Szandla 
Rachmil 

Database PULTUSK (Pultusk 1875-1897) 
Gubernia: Warszawa I Province: Warszawa 

Year 
1872 
1879 
1879 
1881 

Type 
B 
D 
B 
B 

Akt Id 
18 35 
53 41 
92 79 
52 50 

Year Type Akt 
1883 D 63 

Year Type Akt 
1877 D 23 
1868 B 49 
1868 D 72 

Surname 
FORJEL'MAN 
PJERJEL'MAN 

Givenname 
Sura Dvojra 
Sura 

Year Type Akt 
1894 D 59 
1885 D 23 

Database RADOMACK (Radom) 
Gubernia: Radom I Province: Kielce 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
MILCHMAN 

Givenname 
Mendel 
Rojza 

Database SNIARICH (Sniadowo) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Givenname 
I eek 

Year Type Akt 
1870 M 34 
1870 M 34 

Year Type Akt 
1869 D 16 

Fathername 
Berek 

Surname 
BERELMAN 
BERLMAN Raszka wife of Osier 1869 D 43 

Database SUWALKI (Suwalki) 
Gubernia: SuwalkI I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Josel 

Database SUWALSAL (Suwalki) 
Gubernia: Suwalki I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
BERLMAN 

Givenname 
Abram 

Year Type Akt Town 
1879 D 131 Suwalki 

Year Type Akt Town 
1866 B 9 

M 

7/13/98 11:08 AM 
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Database SZCZKOLB (Szczebrzeszyn) 
Gubernia: Lublin I Province: Lublin 

Surname 
BRYLMAN 
BERLMAN 

Givenname 
Daw id 
Laja 

Database SZCZUCZl (Szczuczyn) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Year Type Akt 
1845 B 92 
1853 B 18 

Surname 
PERLMAN 
MAJEWICZ 

Givenname 
Riwka 
Izrael 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1888 M 19 Juszk Chaim 
1888 M 19 Gerszk 

Database SZCZUCZY (Szczuczyn) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Rivka 
Berk 
Ruchlja 

Database WARSAWBl (Warsaw) 
Gubernia: Warszawa I Province: Warszawa 

Year Type Akt 
1879 B 4 
1879 B 5 
1879 B 6 

Surname 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 
PERLMAN 

Givenname 
Chana Ryf ka 
Mnasze 
Pinkus 
Mosiek 

Sex 
F 

Year 
1839 
1839 
1839 
1839 

Type 
B 

Akt Film District 

Database WARSAWDl (Warsaw) 
Gubernia: Warszawa I Province: Warszawa 

Surname 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Szlama-Zelman 
Gitla 
Herszek 

Database WYSOCKKM (Wysokie Mazowieckie) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN ? 
GORZAL/CZAK 

Givenname 
Estera Malika 
Mendel 

Database WYSOSALO (Wysokie Mazowieckie) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Bialystok 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
Moszko Aron 

Database ZAREBYKO (Zareby Koscielne) 
Gubernia: Lomza I Province: Warszawa 

Surname 
PERELMAN 

Givenname 
L/achman 

M B 
M B 
M B 

10 
206 
207 
208 

0689518 na 
0689518 na 
0689518 na 
0689518 na 

Sex Year Type Akt Age 
M 1840 D 59 6 mos 
F 1841 D 137 5.5 
M 1841 D 157 0.5 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1878 M 12 
1878 M 12 

Year Type Akt Fathername 
1866 D 23 

Year Type Akt Parents 
1860 D 14 Judka 

Mother 

7 /13/98 11 :08 AM 
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1. 

I R emember Papa 

He was somewhat on the short side, of meium weight and 

could be considered a ha.ndsome man. He always had a mustache, 
' (....~.· ... 

full, covering the entire upper lip~ HeSwas clean shaven except 

when he didn't have to work on Sunday and he'd pive his face a rest 

since he used a straight razor to shave. The strop for honing 
we.a~-... 

the razor made an excellen~to threa~~or spank his children. On 

Sunday, there fore. his face had s stubble of a bee.rd ·which was grayissh 
...___.; ) 

in the lest decade of his life. 

He liked his children and was proud of them but he was 

uncommunicative. We could not be aware of his feelings about us. 

It was a ~eat surl'"'rise to me wben I went throup-h his effects after 

his death. Among other thingswas a postcard I had sent him when 

I was a swimming counselor at a camp • He had kept this as a 

treasured memento. This was a revelation to me. 

He was a skillful worker and was always a foreman. I can't 

recall his missing a days work because of illness. His teeth were 

so ~ood that he boasted in his fifties that he could crack nuts with 

his teethand he did. 

He enjoyed teasing us youn~er children but I can't say that 

he did:t~in~s with us. We occasionally visited the relatives as 

s femily. · I have to thnk hard to remember specific instances. 

I remember his ta.kin~ us to the movies on one oecesion. On 

another occa~ion he took me;Sammy, and Phil on a ferry boat trip 

to the Statue of Liberty. Bhen the vendor came around with his 

ba~ket of candies and othP.r ~oodies , he wouldn't purchase anything 

for us. He· was never one to do any of the chores around the house. 

As a matter of factJI always had e workbench in the cellar and 

handled the necessary repairs. 

He was an inveterate gambler
7
and until the day he died he 
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believed he could fi~re out a system to beat the horses. I found 

a little notation book in his effects. He was also SK poker 

nlB-,er , a~ well as a pinochle player. He never smoke or drank. 

However, I am sure he got a heavy dose of nicotine sitting up~ 

-rlsy1.np: cards in a smoke-filled room. I remember this well because 

on many ocresion I was sent out to the delicatessan to get sandwiche s 

e.nd drinks, usually celery tonic. I would be rewarded with a tip 

from the pot. 

at that time. 

And I always had to purchase cigars which wemepopularr 

He talked to us very little about his expeeviences in the old 

country. ·I don't knoww~ or where he learned to read or write ,. 

I vaguely recollect that he may have gone to night school when 

hearrived in America. He was excellent at both. He read every-

thinF in· the newpaper, both the Yiddish and the Englis~ones. 

H1.s f)enmanship was superb. He was very particular with his 

Waterman ~ountain pen and I used it for a couple of years after his 

death. 

Most·o~ the time he was a fairly happy person and he liked 

to kid and tell jokes. But he lacked tact at times by his frank-

ness and brusqueness. He would make a remark when buying a suit 
r\\: 

to the effect that the tailor who made ought to have his .. ~hands 

cut off when· that tailor mi~ht have been in the store. And then 
~ ~~~aq~ .~. 

when"w~s ~with someone.,he wouldn't have any~l.ng more to 

do with them-and wouldn't talk to them. I don't recall a time 
h,q. 

when was on talkinp, terms with his own father. As a result my 
~ ) 

grandfather·· ignored us, his ~randchildren. 

I ~rould classify my Pop as penny-pinching which is under

standable in the li~ht of the poverty in his homeland. If he 

won et the races or at poker he would become generous and et such 
J 
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times he wouls splur~e on us by buyin~ us some of the necessities 

such as clothes or shoes. But these were rare events, indeed, and 

in number I am sure they ~&! do4 exceed the fingers on one hand. 

He wes a foreman in a millinery establishment and as such 

he identified himself with management or the owners. At the start 

of the third decade in this century there was a drive by the 

union to organize the ~akamr workers who were terribly exploited 

in the sweatshops of that era. When he refused to join the union, 

some of their aeons beat him up and I remember his bleeding face wh:en 
) 

theybroupiht him home one afternoon. I don't know if he ever joined 

the union. 

At that time the immip:rants who ae.me from the same district 

in the old countrv ~ould join together for social reasons, and 
i 

form lodges es well as loan ass&cations. The lodges had sickness 

benefits and also purchased one area in a cemetery for the burial 

of the deceased members. My father was an excellent organizer as 

well as a public speaker and because of these talents was 

instrumental· in setting up several such organizations. But 

shortly thereafter some type of disagreement would arise with the 

other officers or members and he would quit in a huff. This 

was a recurrin11 pattern. 

He has several brothers. Again he was not on speaking berms 

with the oldest, Rob, who was the most successful, a so-called 

millionaire, end owner of a silk factory in Paterson, N.J. 

He seemed to be on cordial terms with his other brothers but I 

can't recall that he ever socialized with them. The family 

contacts were maintained mainly thr.ough my mothers efforts. He 

ar.pa · rently re lege.ted thf.se.. duties to her and this w~s. a natural 

since she liked people and was vitally interested in them. 
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T he gambling was a constant source of friction between my · 

ps.rents. In other areas they were coma.ptible. As i recall their 

mar!ia~e was not arran~ed ~ut a love match. From my vantage 
-.s point I suspect ts.at at times heps jee.ibous of the attention paid 

to~ Solly, the first born who was an outstanding athlete, 

captain of the bakketball team when they won the city championship. 

and who was writeen up with pictures on the sports pagesi In 
VI 'oti .<+" 

eddi tion Solly we.s an accomplished/\. and had his own band which played 

at the summer hotels.. As for the gambling this at times was 

e serious problem. When my Dad lost his salary there was not enoug h 

money to nay the mortgaP-e and on one o~casion my luph consisted of 

~iluted coffee in a bowl. 

Pop was an agnostic and would not go to the synagogue even 

on the hi~b holy holidays. As a matter of fact he did not attend 

my barmitzvah wlch was a sourve of disappointment. But later 

he refused to attend my high school graduation ceremonies. By 

that time I think I had grown resianed to his indifference to 

thinp.s that were important to us. 

One t'me after the Eleath of my mother we\iere we.lking to 

someplace when out of a clear sky he asked me if I had "had 

e woman". Twas about 16 yrs of age end the.t question was 

very emhe.rr::issing to me since never before had we had any type of 

discuss~on. I mane.gad to turn the subject to other matters. 

All of us children were stronp.:ly affected by the aeath of.my 

mother • The boys respected the ker wishes to have "Kaddish" 

said for her soul .and we went to the temple everymorning before 

breakfast and again in the evening and sundown for one whol~ year. 

We did not say "Kaddish" for my Dad since he did not ask for it. 
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Within e few months after my mother's death he moved out of 

house, because as we found out later, he planned to marry again. 

I don't think anv of the children would he.ve objected if he had 

waited the year of mourning but in effect he deserted us. Solly 

then beca~e the surrop;ate fe.taer and Rae, thoupji still a teenager 

became the mother end these two kept the family together. 

Para did not introduce us to the woman he planned to marry 

but it was reputea the.t she had ~money". She may have but as 

it turned out she wasn't about to part with it. I believe that 

he later separated from her. I met her once in the mountains 

and she was not whe.t I would term an attractive woman.We had 

no further eontact with her. 

In the last 3-4 years of his life he contracted angina pectori:.~;s. 

For this he collected money - not much- from the insurance company. 

They did not have social security in those days. In addition, 

the 1929 de~re ssion had set in. In spite of that he would still 

T"Ut his le~t two dol1e.rs on a horse s.nd he would wheedle a few 

d.ollars out of Solly and later out of Sammy who was assistant 

me.nag~r of a theater and needed every cent he made. 

Ee died in bis sleep aprarently of a myocardial infarction, 

a lonely man, living in a furnished room in Borough Park, Brooklyn. 

His effects were meager as mentioned ~bove, with no notes or 

a will. 



I Remember K·~ ~IV)'\~ 
~ 

Mama 

There wa8 never e time in my memory when she did no~1 all grey or 

even whi t e hair. When I wa c:- a child ~he d i d wefl r a 11 shete l 11 or 

wig a ccorning to t he orthodox Jewish tradition which required 

e married womf'ln to shave he r head. My mater nal and paternal 

grandmoth ~rs continued this pr actice all of their lives . I aan't 

recall when my mother "libera t ed" hersifl/r And gave up t he wi g but 

th i s did eventual ly oc cur. Perhap s it was after W. W. ~. when 

women be g.an to bob their hair. 

She had en infectious smile and an open attre. ctive face . 
' 

However 
) . 

she did wnlk s lightly bent a t the wets ~~. I can only surmise t hat 

she must have h ad some arthritc difficulty. 

She ¥'as the guiding light and force Which moved all of her 

chi ldr~a t o as r. ire to gr eat hei ~hts. The importance of educa tion 

was always str es sed. She deplored her own l a ck of it because in 

t he Euronean ghetto education ~fr women was cons i dered to be 

unnecessary. She could read but not write, except to s i gn her n ame. 

T h is wa s in s har p contrast ot my father who could not only rea d 
\. . 

and write exceptionally well, but was an excellent public s peaker. 

He) however, never transmitted t he need fo r educa tion t o his childrBB ; 

and it i s my impres~ion thar.~ if they $ become ordinary workers 

it wouldn't have bothered him. 
~ l 'I 

A 
Teachers were "God" to my mother and if one ca.me into the house 

she was treated as royalty. More so i f the teachers were Gentile 

and come to t h i nk of it at t hat time in my gr ade school t here were 

few Jewish t eachers. We children would no more have thou ght of 

showing disrespect to a teacher t han to t he ~esident. 

The first~born Solly was the r rince in the house . He was the 
-

original 11 ~/y son , the doctor. 11 He could not do wrong even when 

mo'"" b e got a girl "in t rouble 11
• Where lll::fe got the monyy t o purchase 

a house, which later served as my brother ' ~ office, and money to 
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r ay f ofS oll y ' s medica l edueation, 1:$11 never know. She was a l ways 

on the verge of not meeting payments f or loans but someh ow managed 

to scraoe toge ther t he money at the last minute,. Pe rhaps she 

borrowed i t from one of t h e re l atives . My father did not smoke o~ 

drink but loved to gamble - horses and :k1ilRx poker. When he won J 

he was generous but most of the time he lost and there were times 

when I was actually hungry. 

When he los t h is s a l ary at the r aces, this would cause a c on-

fr ont atiofe~ween my parents; and when Sol ly was older he thre atede d 

t o s trike my f a ter on one o ccasion. This we s quite traumatic t o m e . 

ft l though we were poor by pre sent- day standards> we considered 

orselves "iddle c l as s • We knew many truLy poor people. My mother 

ouietly he l ned many unfortunates with money, food, and clothes. 

No matt er who came t o the h ouse1 food was a l wasys offered, even if 

it meant that we chil~ren would have to pretend t-hat we had e a ted or . ~ 

were not hungry. Most of the ti~we simply all had smaller portions. 

People would come ~ my mother for advice an all matters. 

When Sol ly became established as a doctor and pati ents wer e waiting 

for him to arrive, she would give them medica l advice. 

She was the neacemkaer in tkx her immediate family and with 

the in - laws. W hen her s i ste rs or and brother h f' d misunderstanding~ 

s he would bring them toghthreagain. S h e seemed to h ave less hos

tility and anger than the others. She was the one the others came 

to in t imes of t rouble. 

She was nractically a daughter~ her in-laws . Although my 

fat'eI\9> end his fa~ did ·tal k to e ach tther for a number of years 

my mother had a very cordial relationship with my gr andfather . 

She neve r mis s ed a f'uneral and would often t ake me along. 

For some reas&n I was selected over my t wo younger brothers. 



At the timm of "Jahrzeieht" or anniversary of a de a th, ·he ·1oujd 

go to the cemet.9.ry and take me along. Then she would pour out 

her heart to the buried one, genera lly my two grandmothers, 

telling ~~m about all the tlluhngs t hat had occurred in the past ~ear. 

She would cry and this would sort of te er my heart out. I would s 

stand a t some dis tance, s~~timee hehind a tree so as not to invade 

ber nrivacy but mostly because the entire situation disturbed me. 

Being surrounded by de a th was not a cheerful environment to a young 

b oy imbued with all the superstitions of that milieu. 

My father was an agnostic but my mother was religious. 

She would go t o the synap.ogueon all of the holy hoidays and sit 

in a sere.rate section with the women. She observed the sabbath 

end o~ Friday there was the usual excitement of getting t hings rea dy. 

A Polish women would come in to clean. My mother could s peak Polish 

and Rus ~ ian. However, before the clea.ning woman came t he house had 

to be cleaned ~- otherwise hovr would it look for the woman to see 

us living in a dirty house ? 

On Friday nlhght , tbe candles were lit ... ndi the prayers said 

1:-v m:r mothe r • 

In nrenaration f or the s abbath ~he had to go shopping f or the 

vari "us fishes t hat go to make geft.lte fiffih. The routingR was 

unvarying. Hhe would ask me to accampany her to carry t he packages. 

At the fish st~ the fish were taken out of the ' ct!9k: tank and 

clubbed and cleaned. Then t he usual haggling over the price with 

the owner asking more, my mother offering less until the agreed 

figure was reached. I always felt emba r rased by this but probablyy 

neithe r would have res pected the other if they didn't have this 

so- callea bbattle of the wits. Then came the chickenl chosen 

ve ry c rre fully which had to be plucked by-% the 11 chicken plucker" 

wbo wes alwavs give~a tip. 
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Incidentally, the method of bargaining ~arried over to all purchase s 

which was a never ending so111tce of emarrassment b o me. !~buying 

shoes or a suit, theow~er would star t with one prive, my mother 

would offer an other. He came down and she came up. Finally, 

she would·prepare to leave and would put one hand on the doorknov 

when the storekeeper would make one last offer, at which he was 

losing money and then the transaction would be completed to my 

innnense relief. .And the shoes or clothes alwa7s had to be big 

enough so that we oould grow into it next year. Obviously we wore 

them out before the next year arrived. 

One· .. of the customs which stands out in ·my memory was that after 

att ending a funeral water had to be poured over the hands before .........., 

that nerson ·would reenter the house. 

MRma was quite superstitious. She told us may stories of 

her childhood and youth in E'Urope. They believed.in the spirits 

and the evil"eye. 

Sbe told me stories of pogroms which had left a searing 

impression on· her as well as on me. 

S he often told us of her voyage across the Atlantic in the 

steerage .: · Although hhis would have constituted extreme hardship 

to us, she took it as a matter of course. She was grateful to be 

in a free land eve n though she worked in sweatshops h until her 

marriage at an early age. 

T he last 4-5 years of her life were punctated by what I now 

know W8S cardiac necompensation or cardiac asthma. The~e were to 

us frightening a.nd aisturbing. At this time Solly had a blonde 
\ 1 1 shiksa as hi§ mistress. He paid for her apartment and spent many 

a night there. She would aften get her attcks at such times and 

I would have to call him home.s olly proudly displayed his mistress 
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and this became a talk of the town. !know this bothered my mother 
~ 

and most of the time she tended to be~ieve thatth$$ was the kind 

of affair that would blow over. 

She , of course, watned Solly to ~et married to I presume a 

nice, Jewish· girl. Bhe was always involved in matchmaking and 

meetings between possible marriage prospects would be arranged. 

~~en the mother and girl were invited to the house everyone lm.ew 

about it and we kids would be in £.onstant attend~ce so as not to miss 

anything. W hat a thrill to us w:alm. we turned on the victrola 

and Solly asked the girl to dance. 

. 
In spite of her illness she carrted out all of the household 

chores until the last few months. She carrried out the trelrll 

until I took over. My father never lifted a hand around the 

house. However, he was a hard a faithful worker and put in long 

hours. In my early years she did all of the laundry and I kelped 

her scrub the clothes on the old fashioned scrubbing board. After 

S olly became a doctor she would send the laundry 0ut but alw~s 
"rM. Hou~h.f 

I fU.~t thst, this was a extravagance. On Fridays she made the gefilt-·~e 

fish. T he various fish, carp , pike, whitefish etc had to be chppped 

un along with the Sl'.)ices and onions. I usually did that and woula.t 

sneak some mouthfuls of the raw chopped fish - without knowing it 

I was following the Japanese custom. Then she would bake the 

"chollyn or twist and a coffee crumb cake. 
I 

Friday night various cousi~ wou·ld come for a visit. Our housue 

was always a gathering place fnm friends as well. They were made 

welcome and Solly waa full of good sp,rit and joie de vivre. 

He would r.lay the vim~in with one of his friends accompanying him 

at the niano. On Sundays my father would have his cronies over 

for an afternoon of poker after which my mother would feed them. 
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Sbe ~PS alwavs there \Vhen there wa.s illness either in the imme ·d-

iate ft=imily or in re1Bt1.ves. Uncle Israel was reellly my 12'.res.t

uncle Pnd wP.s e bechem1'r. He would visit relIDlerly but was sub-

je ct. to ~ttaclf~ of asthma. At such times he would gravitate to our 

house and would stay until the attack subsided. Mom would fix 

the usual steam kettle with the characteristicmedicinal odor which 

I em sure was nothin~ more than tincture of benzoin. She had a set 

of "bankus" or glass cupswhich were aprlied to the chest or beck 

for anyrespiratory ailment. This presumably acted as a counter-

irritant and from personal exi:erience I am sure I obtained some 

relief even thouP.'h it miP-ht have been psych.oloi::rical. At e.ny rate 

the irri tetion of the skin drew e.ttention away from the origi:eal 

miseries. Her services were also in demand by the neighbors • 

Doctors were held in the highest resrect end as healers second 

only to God. Prof. Louria was spoken of with reverence and the 
\.) 

story wa~ oft~told that w~en heas old and could not climb to the 
~ . 

tof floor of the tenements he would talk to the patients through 

the window a.nd T'1rescribe the medication after arriving at a diagnosis. 

Our re.rents always belon~ed a a lod~e which had sickness and death 

henefits. The physicians were poorly paid en a per capita basis 

but they still had to make a small ch.erlle when coming to the home. 

I can well remember the routine hag~ling that went on after a home 
n 

visit which to me , even as a child, seemed demeaing. 

There wes no sex education or discussion of it and I learned 

ebout it ~rom my ~eers with all the usual distortions. On one 

occasion mv- mother did warn me about "bad " p:irls. Until puberty 
'NI ff.. I knew "'eol:'le rEld intercourse hut dis not associate th.isAparents 

hev in~ chi.1 nren. After I reached T'Urberty ~ remember my brother 

Solly, now a young doctor, ~iving me a lectu re on sex end mastur-
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bation but he was so devious, and abstruse taht I din't even know 

what he "'res ta.lkin~ about. 

W When my mother was not feelin~ well and confinled to be4she 

would cell on me rarticularly to rub her back. I always obeyed but 

it always disturbed me because I developed erotic feelings with 

subse0uent feelin~s of extreme ~ilt. I do not know if she was 

aware o-r it. 

Her last day is vividly etched ~n my memory. Our two story 

house which to her represented achievm ent, success and security 

~as on of 5 which had been condemmed by the city in order to build 

a r-layground for the adjacent school. The a.adress of the house 

wes 4 12 Powell St. in Brownsville. We moved to an upper class 

nei.P-"hborhood at 1:3:3:3 Eastern Parkway. Shortly thereafter she asked 

me to drive her back to the house to pick up something or to have 

a last look. As she did so 8he bec~me short of breath characteristic 

of h~r attacks of cardiac asthma. I ~ot her into the car and drove 

me.dly bakk to the house where I barely mane.~ed to drag her to her 

bedroom. MY Solly arrived shortly thereafter. Her distress contin -

ued ana she cried out "Ich starbe"or I'm dyinfl and then closed her 

eyes for the lP.st time in my arms as I tried to support her. 

Her funeral, I remember, turned nut to be one of the largest 

that I hA.d mnown uri to that time. People we never dreamed xawknew 

her came to~ay their la~t respects. It was then that we learned of 

her many un~"'"'ol{en end unmentioned ~oon. eeeds. This made us proud an d 

yet sad that we could tell her that we too new and appreciated 

what she had done. 



Addendum 

P l "Att 

Periodicallyshe would announce that B.be wanted. to learn to write 

ana. that Phe mii:rht ~o to ni~ht school. We sew no reason, however, 

why we coulAn't teach her. So we would start the lessons but after 

a nay or two of enthusiasm other matters would take over. The 

same nrocess would repeat itself a few monts later. 



Mama con'td 

In tellin,i;i: us stori es of };Ie r youi t h i n the old country She 

re_ reo:>te r'l one ~tory wi~b SH me<'.I to re lieve her conscience . 

/\l''T:'arrently, el-1e we s J baby s i tttl.ng one time v.ri th seve ral chi ldren 

vhen nn~ of the bPbies smotheren to death rresumPbly by a r illow. 

~he apn~rently a~sumen the blame for this. From the vantPge 

noint of our increased knowleFge T would be inclined to te rm 

+-hi s one of' the une:xrl ained !' crib deaths " 

*.x:xi~1:iurx11: She followed the Jewish d ie4tary laws • We had 

serc: r a te r'l i shes for the "milk" and "mee t "ii::B"N.e-cih foods. She 

salted a ll the mea t in a ~pecial crock tyr e jar for the prescri be d 

l e n i;rth of' time. For Paasover we bad to have s reer a te di shes which 

v-•ere c a re f'ully 111rarr.ed in newspaper xnri at the end of the holiday 
'-"" 

for the ne~t year~ . Unwrapping these ~ishes alW¥s filled me with 

expectetion an~ anticipat ion. Then she always prepared a drink 

ca lled "mead '' ""' ronounced "medrr. I believe it was made from rai sins 

or f'i~s Pnd W""S ~we et Eis wel l a.::, fermented . The v.·ooden cask was 

i n t:b.e cel12r and I alwa"'T & enjoyed t he pre pas sover preparations . '-' 

wben spe would l et me drink some of the meas to see if it was 

just riuh t. 

As r eg- ri r <'ls eatin~ in res t aurents she couldn't understand how ........... 

we would eat that food 
,,. '\ 

because sherknew how it was prepared in 

the ki t chens . She coul dn't unde rstand how we ever ~urvived a 

fate l ty~ e of f ood poi soning after e at in~ in a restaurant with 

qo lly or my old ' r 8isters . 
I ,/ 

F.verv- Friday the "Guta Nacht" or Good ni rrb t man c ame to the 

house. He '••a s e bent- over T'eddler with a i:i li P'ht beard and a baskedlt 

nf canales, matbh ees nnd Jahrzeit candles as wel l a s shoe l aces . 

/I '' qhe 8lwR~s "Ur~~ased someth in ~ rrom h i m RO he could make a living . 

The mort~R~e had to he paid i n person and I aw~ays ac c ompanied 

:be r by subwaay to down town Manha t tan t o wha t at tlhtt time seemed like 
imros i ng l aw of~ices to d elive r t he money in person. 



"I Remember Mama" 

Dictated by Sam Pearlman September 1, 1973, 12:40 p.m. 

Mama to me she was a short and grey-haired woman, who bad a 

round face and could speak many languages, but the thing I 

remember most about her is what an understanding person she was. 

She just seemed to know bow people felt and knew how to react to 

them. She was particularly solicitous of my oldest brother, Solly, 

especially when he was studying to be a doctor. He would be in 
f oiv&ll 

the living room downstairs at 412 ~ Street and he would be 

studying by the light of the little gas lantern that he had on 

his desk and she would post herself like a warden in front of 

the door, and no matter who came in you had to take your shoes 

off to go upstairs because she would say, "you gotta' be quiet, 

the doctor is studying". She was scrupulously clean. She used 

to wash the floors every Friday night and lay newspapers on the 

floor in preparation for the sabbath and, anybody that came up, 

bad to walk on the newspapers otherwise it meant their life. 

She used to bathe us in the kitchen in the clothes-washing sink 

which was always in the kitchen. Later on, we got fancy and 

bad a bathtub but this was sometime later. She used to hold 

court every day on the porch with various people from the 

neighborhood. She was a sort of a counselor to them and she 

could talk whatever language they wanted to talk in which 

made her very popular because she could speak Italian fluently 

and German fluently and Russian and Polish and English. She 

also showed a lot of patience. She could sit with those women 

by the hour and talk with them. She never showed us, although 

I know now that at that time there wasn't much money available 

but somehow or other she managed to take care of the whole 

family with my father coming home at different hours and wrong 

times and he was a compulsive gamble~ 
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This is sam Pearlman. I am talking from earl's cabin 

in ldyllwild and the date is September 1, 1973. These are 

my recollections of my mother. 

First, Mom to me even though I was very young at the time she 

seemed to me to be a rather short woman, prematurely grey with 

a round face and a very even, placi~ disposition. To me she 

was just a wonderful woman. Her family came first in everythi~g 

especially my brother, Solly. She appointed herself his warden. 

When he would be studying in the downstairs living room by the 

light of the gas lamp, she would close the doors, they were 

sliding doors, she would close them and place a chair outside 

and take up her guardianship. Whoever came in would have to 

remove their shoes and she always cautioned them about walking 

very quietly because the doctor was studying. She was the 

counselor of the women of the neighborhood. She could talk 

many languages fluently and would meet with these women daily 

in the afternoon on the pprch of the house. She could talk 

Italian, Polish, Russian, German and English and would discuss 

all the various problems with these women. How she did things 

I will never know because my father never gave her the money 

that was necessary to support a family but she seemed to manage· 

alright. We always had plenty of food but it is just a miracle 

how she did those things. She raised a rather nice family. She 

was always very proud of Solly, especially when he did become a 

doctor, but I can't remember my mother ever striking me or yelling 

at me. She had a way about it, she had a kind of a reverse 

psychology and she would tell me what would happen to me if I 

didn't do something but she wa~ always understanding and a very 

warm human being. I always enjoyed being near her. 

What? She never struck me with her hands. I didn't say she 

never beat me with a strap. 
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''Didn't she have a strap?" 

She had a strap that had about 20 or 30 thongs and when she 

laid that into you, boy you listened, but she never struck me 

with her hand. 

''Was she strict in when you went to bed and in studying 

your school lessons and things?" 

Well, I always tried to get to bed early because, you 

know, we all slept together and I wanted the best position. 

Three of us slept together in one bed. If we had visitors, 

then we had more people in the bed. But I always tried to get .h., ~ ~fl, 

until I started working in the movie theatre and then I used 

to get home around ten or eleven o'clock at night, but she was 

very proud of me working. 

"How old were you when you started to work?" 

Eleven years. Well, my father you know he never gave me 

a nickel that I can ever remember. He once gave me a check 
I 

for Christmas and it bounced. 

''Did your father ever give you any gifts?" 

Not that I can remember. I once asked him for a penny 

to get a· snow cone, you know where they scrape the ice and he 

said if you're hungry, go in the house and eat. Everybody 

else used to have pennies. I never had a penny ~f my own until 

I started working in the movie theatre and that was in 1921. 

''What about when she ever went shopping, who did she ask 

to go with her?" 
( weJ 

You."' She used to like you to go with her-.;. She always 
I\ 

said that you were the next doctor. You got the first pair of 

long pants but I always inherited all of your clothes;. I 

never had my own suit until I started working. The first suit 

I ever had was that I bought when I started working. 
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''Did she sew the clothes?" 

Did she sew 1_ them? Well, if they needed mending, she sewed 

them. 

''She didn't make them from scratch?" 

No, she didn't. We bought them~ Well, one suit did three guys, 

cause one suit was for Carl and she always figured it - she made it 

just right for Carl so that by the time it got to me, I grew'into 

it and then Phil would get it, but we all used to share that way. 

''What did she spend her time doing?" 

Come to think of it, I'm still wearing Carl's clothes. 

''Nancy, asked, 'what did she spend her time doing?" 

Well, listen when you're cooking for a family like that and 

there were always relatives and she was always baking, cooking and 

don't forget, we bad a coal stove. You just didn't get up and 

turn something on, you bad to stoke the coals, start it, she 

bad to get us all off to school. We used to have to come home 

for lunch, the school was only on the corner, then we used to have 

to come home for lunch and then she bad to get ready for that big 

family. There was Agnes, Rae, Solly, Carl, Phil, me and that was 

quite a dinner to prepare~every night. 

''Did you Dad come home for dinner?" 

Oh, yeah, I forgot him. He used to come home but she never 

. thought of going out and buying anything . Once in a while we got 

fancy and bought a loaf of bread but, generally, she used to make 

~- I(._, ~1.\- b \ l Y)~ J.~~~ id 't-l. ' every Fr ay. She - used to make a ,:few of them so 

that would last us all week. 

''Was she very religious, like did she have prayers at the meals?" 

She was quite religious but we didn't have prayers at our meals. 

But she used to say the prayers over the candles on Friday and she 

wouldn't light a fire on Friday night or Saturday. We used to 
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leave it on or have one of the gentile boys come in and put it on 

but Friday and Saturday were very good because we got nice meals 

on those days. 

''What things do you remember that Mama did with you, did she 

do things with you?" 

Oh yes, well she never went any place with us, she didn't 

have time but she used to, if I came home and she asked me what 

I did in school and then if I told her I was good in reading, then 

she would make me read, but she would make me read to all the 

neighbors and they were about as interested as the man in the 

moon but they bad to stop and listen. 

"How do you remember Papa? For example, you said th.~t ~m was 

religious. What about Pop, was he religious?" 

He was only religious when it suited him to be religious. 

But, he wasn't religious if it meant going out to a horse race 

on Friday, that didn't stop him or Saturday afternoon. 

''What's your impression of how Papa looked physically?" 

Well, he was about 5' 7", he had a little pot-belly and he had 

I I l<-.e. 
a little mustache. All I remember about him is that he wasA.the 

When 
czar of the Russians./ we were all sitting around the table for 

dinner, he'd always make a stage entrance and he'd walk in and 
' ' C-~ A ~ _... 11>.....:... . (" y ,I I " 

he'd slam his fist down on the table and said 11 ~,,.......... ~ "' ~ 
~~~~~~~~~-

that means, "shut-up everybody, I'm here" (be qu~et). So every 

time he did that , I used to start laughing. Then he'd hit me a 

whack in the face and sometimes he'd knock me down the stairs and 

beat me with that razor strap, but I have no fond memories of him. 

''Do you think he beat you more than he did Phil and me?" 

Oh yeah, he was afraid to touch you. I don't know why but 

he never thought of touching you and he never beat Phil that I 

can remember, but he sure took it out on me. If he had an 
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argument with Solly, I suffered. 

''Do you think the parents loved each?" 

''You were the middle one of three boys?" 

Yes, it was you, me and Phil. 

''Right. Nancy asked a question, what was the question 

Nancy?" "I was wondering if you think your parents loved each 

other the whole time, or if your tllother was just living with 

him: .because---" 

I don't think my mother and father loved each other. I 

think they got married because it was convenient to do so. 

"Was their marriage arranged?" 

That I don't know. I wasn't there. But, I think according 

to the customs, it must surely have been so, but they got married 

here, they didn't get married in Europe. 

"Did they look like they belonged together, I mean their 

looks, was your mother beautiful?" 

I thiqk my mother was beautiful. I loved her. I have very, 

very fond memories of my mother, but my father I just didn't 

care for. 

''Do you feel he loved his children?" 

No, I don't think he ·really did. He never spent any time 

with any of us. I can't ever remember going to a single place 

with him. The first time I ever went to a theatre away from the 
L ;.., ttn 1·b. 
LlU»aia. Theatre was with Solly. We went to see the fights at 

the theatre on Bedford Avenue, the Bedford Theatre. Jack Dempsey 

and, I think, it was George CarpentQe~ 

"How did Mom's death affect you?" 

Oh, it affected me very strongly, but, you know, at that 

time it was right after I had started working at the Casa·.Lopez 

and I had gotten her permission because it meant working all night. 

We had to start at nine o'clock in the evening and finish at four 
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''Did they have any children?" 

Did she have children? "yes and did they?" No, no •... he 

was in his fifties and I remember that even when he died, she 

wanted to bury him in just a pine box and Solly just laid it into 

her and said "nothing doing". 

''Where were they married Sam?" 

They were married in Manhattan and he moved. I never once 

visited him when he was living with her but all I remember is 

that the first time after he got married, he phoned me and I was 

at the Royal Theatre in the Bronx and that was right after my 

son, Stanley, was born and I told him, I said ''well now you're a 

grandfather". He said, "I didn't know you were married." I 

said, "well, 11·m married and I just had a child, you're a grand

father." He said, ''well is she Jewish?" I said, "no she's not 

Jewish." He said, ''why didn't you marry a Jewish girl .. " I said, 

"because I didn't fall in love with one." He never came and saw 

the baby until the baby was over a year old .. 

''Which baby?" Stanley. 

~ ', Sammy recalls that we were the first of the five private 

houses on that street to convert to electricity. Prior to that 

time, we had gaslight and sometimes a kerosene lamp. The gas jets 

had to be covered with a so-called mantle which gave out a white 

light. After the electricity was put in, Mom would not let anyone 

turn on the lights except our oldest brother, Solly, because she 

was afraid that we might electrocute ourselves. or, at first, she 

was afraid that the house would blow up. She got over this fear, 

however. But in those days the sockets were open sockets, and we 

kids would stick our fingers in in order to get a shock. We would 

call the other kids in the·neighborhood in and instructed them to 

put their fingers in so that they too could get a shock. 
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A fter Solly, you, Carl, was the next favorite in his eyes. 

(''Whose favorite?" - my father's.) But that's why earl saw 

him a. little differently than I did, but I never remember going 

to the Statue of Liberty with him. 

''You may not have gone with them." "The. three of us wefe there." 

I remember going to the Statue of Liberty but I always thought 

my mother took us because I don't remember him ever taking me 

any place. But I never found him very a}eeable because to me 

he never said anything humorous and, me, he was always hitting or 

being sarcastic to. 

''Did he ever do anything around the house?" 

Never that I can remember. He never lifted a finger. I 

never saw him do anything but wash his own hands. 

''Did you guys do anything - from the .sound of it all the 

household work was done by the sisters and mother?" 

Oh, we did whatever we were told to do. In our kind of 

society, you never just did what you thought you should do. You 

first got permission to do it or you first.· ...•. "you mother was 

the boss, you got all the permission to do things from her?" 

Right. My mother, as far as I was concerned, was the boss. Whatever 

direction we went, we automatically went to her for permission. When 

I wanted to work in the movie theatres as a reel boy, I went to her 

and asked if I could take a job. I never went to my father. 

"Was that unusual in that era?" 

No, it:~was usual in our home, but I remember that I used to see 

my friends and they would have a good relationship with their father 

and I thought that that was so great but I did llOt have that kind of 

a relationship. To me, Solly was always the father and he· was the 

guy that we looke.d to, that I looked to, for anything tba t you 

would look to in a father. 
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"Earlier Sam, you mentioned that you can't remember Mom 

taking us any place. Well, on the other ba~a, I rem~mber that 

she took· .us, first of all --- I remember well that she would 

take us to visit relatives, always maybe on the weekend. 

Secondly, she took. us to the Yiddish Theatre on Liberty Avenue 

and ·the more tears, the more sorrowful they are, the better 

time they had. If they were all in tears with this melodramatic 

acting, the better the play, in their opinion, was. Isn't that 

correct?'' 

What I said before is that I didn't remember my father ever 

taking me any place. I remember very distinctly my mother taking 

us always some place whenever we went any place. There's one 

thing that I think you got a little wrong, when we were hungry 

we didn't know we were hungry because when we didn't have any 

money, she would put a lot of coffee into a soup bowl and then 

you would break bread up into it so we'd have a coffee stew with 

bread, but it filled us up and I didn't realize that we were 

going hungry at that time, and all of the other things. 

''What other things?" 

Well, I mean all the other food. Whatever was bad, that I 

recognize now, at that time I always thought that we bad plenty 

to eat. 

''Did she ever chose the nutritional value of it all?" 

My mother just knew that if you ate a lot you would be 

healthy. She had only one barometer. If you didn't eat much 

the food was no good. If you ate a lot, the food was good and 

that's the way it should be. 

"I remember one time when she took the three of us to a 

stand where they made malted milkshakes, they had just started to 

make them, and the man made the malted milkshake and bad to divide 
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it into three glasses.which barely gave us a taste and, that 

to me, was always the most extreme delicacy o~any kind." 

There used to be a little guy that would come through the 

streets and he would sell what he called ''hokey-pokey ice cream", 

which was homemade sherbert that we know of today but there was 

also the guy that had the pushcart •. He would have a cake of 

ice on the pushcart, then he would have a scraper and he would 

scrape it full of ice and then he would put all kinds of 

beautiful colored syrups on the ice, but I never had any money 

to get any because he would charge you three cents, five cents 

for two cones. And, today I buy strawberry soda:at· home because 

the color always fascinates me. I eat by color. If a see a 

nice colored cold cream, I'll eat it. 

''Do you remember the times when you didn't have any money 

and, what's his name, the fellow who lived.across the street -

Terry Lampert - taught us how to sneak into the movies?"" Well 

I didn't have to, I worked in them. ''Well, before you worked 

in them." Yes, oh yes. "Could you-.get~ayour brothers and. sisters 

in free?" In those days, I wouldn't dare talk to the boss •. I was 

just assigned what to do and I did it but you never talked to him, 

that was God. 

"How come everybody went to your mother for advice, what kind 

of advice did they get?" 

Well, they went to my mother for advice because she was a good 

listener and they could talk their hearts out to her and she would 

sit there with her bands folded over in her lap and she would ·keep 

nodding her head all the time, half the time I think she was 

sleep.ing, but they thought 'She was listening intently and they just 

loved to talk to her. She never interrupted them and let them 

have their say. 
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~;}_,,l l. "I remembered it differently, Nancy, as you' 11 find when 

you read the description that I wrote because she was truly 

interested in people and, in time of sickness, cousins, friends 

would all come to her and she would go there and actually nurse 

them as a matter of fact, and, although1we were poor, there were 

still people who were much more poverty stricken and she would 

always have something to give, either some money for food or 

clothes for those who were more unfortunate. As a matter of 

fact, we considered ourselves middleclass, if I'm not mistaken." 

Right. An important thing, she was the intermediary of the 

whole family. If Papa was on the outs with his father, which 

he was regularly ··----"you mean your grandfather lived nearby?" 

yes, both of them -- but my father would have a fight with his 

father and then for 2 or 3 years they wouldn't talk, but every

thing was transmitted to the two of them by my mother. My 

grandfather would talk to my mother and tell her to tell my father. 

My father would tell my mother what to tell his father to do, but 

the whole family was that way. 

''What about the grandparents on both sides of the family?" 

I remember my father's mother and father but I only remember 

my grandmother on my Dk>ther's side. As a matter of fact, I 

remember the day she died I was locked in the bedroom with her. 

I was a young kid and from that day to now, I'm afraid ~6 look:at 

a dead body. 

''Why were you locked in the bedroom with her?" 

I don't know, I don't know \iow the door happened to get shut 

but I couldn't get the door open. 

''We 11 how did they treat you a 11? " 

My grandfather on my father's side and my grandmother on my 

father's side were not much better than my father. They were nice 

I never felt about them as my grandchildren, for example, feel about me. 
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They like to see grandpa. I used to go there and they never 

even gave us a piece of candy. But my mother's mother, well 

she ~sed to be nice. She used to give us rides in the push-

carts, they had a pushcart stable in the back, but she used 

to give us rides in them but they were different. 

''Why did your mother come to this country?" 

Why did she? To escape persecution.· On the other side 

there were always p o c- Ao ~l s, especially in Poland. They 

would kill them so they came to this country to get away from 

them. 

"The same as your father?" 

I never asked him, I never discussed it with him but I 

am sure that he came away from Russia for the same reason. 

"They came from the same city, they knew each other." 

''No they didn't." "I thought they had known each other back 

there." 

I don't know where they met, I think they met in New York. 

~ 
"I think so too. from the things that I have ~ollected." I don't 

have any real recollection of that but I do remember that if I 

knew my father was home and I came in a few minutes late, I 

would sit out on the street until maybe nine, ten o'clock because 

I was afraid to go in because I knew I was in for a beating. 

''Maybe, that's the worst, huh?" Yeah, and boy he would beat me 

unmercifully. I tried to run out and he'd catch me on the 

stairs ---"Your mother couldn't do anything?" -- my mother used to 

try to stop him but that made him madder and I suffered more. But 

he used to always have me bleeding. I would hide under the bed 

and he would move the bed away and catch me but I never got 

away with it, I never got away with anything - I never did anything 

to get away with, but evidently he thought that I did. 
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